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I  was askcd along'"r ' i th a group of instructors that I  teach u' i th to test  the Ryan l iscape
Bar.  We werc al l  apprehensive at  f i rst  because i t  just  seemed to a heavicr Hal igan Bar
rvi th somc addit ions that rvould be a hir . rdrance dur ing l i r rc ible entr) ' .  We decided to pur
i t  thru the paces. We f i rst  t r icd i t  out on approximalel_"-  50 steel  doors with stecl  f rames
with hal l  bcing outward opening and hal l -  inward. An 8 lb l lar-headed axe u'as used as
the str ik ing tool ,  a l l  the doors rvere forced successful l l  but wi th more energ) '  than thc
I la l igan Bar.  [ t  was rccommended that the adzc cnd needed to be beveled at more olan
angle and $as too thick.  

. l -he 
addit ional  r ing and running fbrk on the tool  did not causc

an1'  problems rvi th fbrcing the doors.  We also tested the tool  lbr  taking rv indorvs f iom
the rool ;  the hole near thc f i r rk of  the tool  casi l l  acccptcd a carabincr at tached to . l
50'3/ t3" rope. The Ryan Rar, 'vorked very wel l  wi th venr ing lhc windows. Thc last  th ing
testcd $as hon'  the bar was going to perfrrrm * i th emergency bai l -outs.  We tested i t
dur ing t)  f i ref ightcr survival  c lasses with approximately,  30-J5 studcnts in each. Al l  thc
students performed a minimum of thrce bai ls using the state of  Pennsylvanian bai l -out
tcchniquc. Four of  thc classss were taught at  var ious local  t raining academies with ei ther
concrete or metal  , ,val ls.  ' fhe 

bar r las placed at onc of  the lower corners of  lhe windorv
and did not move as long as thc f i rc l ightcr hcld pressure with his r ight hand on thc ropc
going across the windowsi l l .  As a safet l ' ,  an instructor assured that the bar did not s l ip
and go out the u' indow..  Al l  bai l ing f i ref ighters were also at tachcd to a salety rope. l -he
other l lve classes rverc done in acquired structures with ei ther drvu,al l  or  plaster and
wood lathe on the wal ls.  The Ryan Bar performed verv wel l  in these structures. l t  \ \ ,as
verv easy to get ths bar to stay r .vherever i t  l las sunk into the wal ls.  l 'hc bar pcrformed
best dur ing mult ip le bai ls rvhere 34 f i ref ighters bai led r ight af ter each othcr.  The bar
never moved dur ins anv of  the bai ls.
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